
 

April 11, 2022 Zoom Meeting 6:00 p.m. 
 

Present: 
Upper and Lower Buckatabon Lakes: Dan Benson 
Hunter Lake: Buzz & Sue Getzel 
Little Tamarack Flowage: Sue Holloway 

Pine Island Lake: Nick Starck 
Pioneer Lake: Seren Livingston 
 

 
Chairman Dan Benson brought the meeting to order. The minutes of the March 2nd meeting were reviewed, and after a 
motion by Dan, seconded by Nic, were unanimously approved. 
 
Dan reviewed the presentation at the last meeting by Laura Hayes, DNR wildfire specialist. He described it as very 
informative, as Conover was depicted at very high risk, due to prevalence of conifers - jack pine in particular - and the 
spruce budworm infestation which is killing trees. Shoreline owners are at particular risk, with every home and cottage a 
fuel source in a line along the lake shore. Dan will check with Laura about a live presentation for the Town of Conover 
open to the public, and also whether an online presentation on the subject might be available. 
 
It had been previously decided to use the funds from the Town of Conover for education and outreach to shoreline 
property owners on participating lakes, and lakes which might potentially participate. In particular, new property owners, 
who might not understand the importance of a healthy shoreline, would benefit from contact by neighbors with educational 
materials in hand. Sue Getzel commented that sometimes people are overwhelmed by lots of paperwork, and personal 
contact should be prioritized over distribution of material in quantity. Nic made a motion to purchase the three brochures 
presented at the previous meeting, enough for 200 property owners, estimated to cost $200 depending on current pricing. 
After discussion, Buzz added to the motion to divide them up among the 8 organizations who filed a state-of-the-lake 
report this year, for distribution at their Annual Meetings this summer. Dan seconded the motion, and it passed 
unanimously. 
 
We reviewed the 2022 State-of-the-Lake Report, which Joe Muehlbach will present to the Town at Conover’s Annual 
Meeting on April 19th. Dan said he has had many favorable comments on our previous reports, and it should be 
continued. Sue suggested adding one page in the 2023 report, outlining the activities of the Town Lake Committee for the 
year. 
 
Joe Fritsche requested that Dan ask at this meeting if any other lakes have “swimmer’s itch”, and what they have done 
about it. But it appears only South Twin in our group has the problem. This led to a suggestion by Nic to start a “library” 
online of links that participating lakes have used to research their particular issues. Lakes should forward their research 
links to Nic nstarck1955@outlook.com to be compiled into a list. 
 
The date and time set for the next meeting is Tuesday, July 12, at 6:00 pm. It was not immediately decided whether to 
hold a Zoom meeting or in person. At the meeting, we will review the response of lake organization members to the 
educational materials that will be distributed. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Sue Holloway, Secretary 
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